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Syllabus 
 [UG9101] - [HIS-51T-101] - [History of India (From the 

Beginning Upto 1200 C.E.)] 
 I-Semester - [HISTORY] 

 
 

Semester 
Code of the 

Course 
Title of the Course/Paper 

NHEQF 
Level 

Credits 

I 
HIS-51T-
101 

History of India (From the 
Beginning Upto 1200 C.E.) 

5 6 

Level of 
Course 

Type of the 
Course 

Credit Distribution Offered 
to NC 

Student 

Course Delivery 
Method Theory Practical Total 

1 MJR 6  6 Yes/No Lectures 

List of Programme Codes in 
which Offered as Minor 
Discipline 

 

Prerequisites XII Pass 

Objectives of the Course: 

This course aims to provide students with a comprehensive 
understanding of the history of India up to 1200 CE. It seeks to 
familiarize students with the main sources and methodologies used in 
the study of ancient Indian history. By exploring the major political, 
social, economic, religious, and cultural developments during 
different periods of ancient Indian history, the course aims to develop 
student’s knowledge and critical thinking skills. Additionally, students 
will examine the contributions and achievements of various dynasties 
and empires that shaped ancient Indian civilization. Through the 
examination and interpretation of historical sources, students will 
develop analytical abilities and a deeper understanding of the 
complexities of ancient Indian history. 

 

  



 

   

SYLLABUS 

 

[UG9101] – HIS51T – 101 - History of India (From the Beginning Upto 1200 C.E.) – I 
Semester – History 

DETAILED SYLLABUS 

HIS51T – 101 - History of India (From the Beginning Upto 1200 C.E.)  

 

Unit - I 

Main sources of the history of India up to 300 CE. A brief survey of Prehistoric times in India. 

Harappan civilization – origin, extent, salient features, and continuity. The Vedic Age – Vedic 

literature, polity, society, economy and religion, a brief survey of Iron Age cultures in India. 

Rise of Janapadas and Mahajanapadas – monarchies and republics.  

(25 Lectures) 

Unit - II 

Rise of Magadhan imperialism up to the Nandas; Jainism and Buddhism – origin, teachings, 

contribution.  The Mauryan empire – main sources, Chandragupta Maurya and Asoka’s 

Dhamma -its nature and propagation. Mauryan state and administration, society and economy, 

art and architecture, Decline of the Mauryas,  

 

The Post – Mauryan period (c.200 B.C. E to 300 C.E.) achievements of the Sungas, 

Satavahanas, Sakas and Kushanas. Social, Religious and Economic life and development of 

literature and arts during the post-Mauryan period. The Sangam Age – literature, society, 

economy, and culture. 

(25 Lectures) 

Unit - III 

The Gupta empire- achievements of Samudragupta, Chandragupta II Vikramaditya, 

Skandagupta; State and administrative institutions; Social and economic life; Religious thought 

and institutions; Development in literature, arts and science. Post Gupta Period up to 750 CE. 

– achievements of the Vardhanas, Chalukyas Pallavas. Tripartite Struggle. 



 

   

The Imperial Cholas and their achievements. A study of social and economic changes and a 

brief survey of cultural life during the c. 750 to 1200 CE.  

(25 Lectures) 

Unit  - IV 

Critical review of any one of the following books : 

1. Om Thanvi’s Muanjodaro (In Hindi) 

2. Nayanjyot Lahiri’s  In Search of Forgotten Cities (In English, Hindi Translation 

available) 

3. Upinder Singh’s Political Violence in Ancient India (In English) 

(15 Lectures) 

 

Recommended Readings  

H.D Sankalia : Prehistory of India, Murishiram Monoharlal, New  Delhi, 

1977   

Dilip K. Chakarbarti : India. An Arachnological History (Palaeolithic beginnings 

to Early  Historic Foundations) Oxford University Press, 

New Delhi, 1999       

B.B. Lal,  
 

: India 1947-1997: New Light on the indus Civilisation, Delhi 

1998 

R.K. Mookerjee,  
 

: Chandragupta Maurya and His Time, Delhi, 1952 (also in 

Hindi) 

B.N. Puri  : India under the Kushanas, Bombay, 1965 

A.N. Sastri, : A History of South India (also in Hindi) 

Romila Thapar : A History of India, Vol I, Penguin, 1966 

 : Asoka & the Decline of the Mauryas, 3rd impression, Dellhi, 

1999 

Upinder Singh : A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India (From the 

Stone Age to the 12th Century) Pearson Longaman, Delhi 

2009 

tk;loky ,oa  ds- FkiY;ky : Hkkjrh; bfrgkl dk uo&izlkj ;qx] fnYyh] 1992 



 

   

ts-ih- 'kqDyk   : flU/kq lE;rk y[kuÅ] 1976+ 

enu eksgu flag  : cq)dkyhu lekt vkSj /keZ] iVuk 1972 

,y- xqIrk  : xqIr lkezkT; 

ikBd mRrj  
 

: Hkkjr dk jktuhfrd bfrgkl y[kuÅ] 1990 

JhokLro : nf{k.k Hkkjr dk bfrgkl okjk.klh] 1968 

ds- lh JhokLro   : izkphu Hkkjr dk bfrgkl rFkk laaLd`fr bykgkckn 

Majumdar, R.C & A.C. 
Altekar     

: The Vakataka Gupta Age (Also In Hindi) 

Baij Nath Sharma   : Harsha & his times, Varansai, 1970 

Neelkanth Sastri : A History of South India (also in Hindi) 

Romila Thapar : A History of India, Vol I, Penguin, 1966 

Upinder Singh   : A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India (From the 

Stone Age to the 12th Century) Pearson Longaman, Delhi 

2009 

िव'kq)kuUn ikBd  : mRrj Hkkjr dk jktuhfrd bfrgkl y[kuÅ] 1990 

JhokLro : nf{k.k Hkkjr dk bfrgkl okjk.klh] 1968 

 
    
 
Course Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course, students will have a sound knowledge 
of the main sources and methodologies used in studying ancient Indian history. Overall, the 
course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of ancient Indian history. The students 
shall develop analytical and critical thinking skills in interpreting historical sources. 

  



 

   

Syllabus 
 [UG9101] - [HIS-52T-102] - [History of Modern World] 

 II-Semester - [HISTORY] 
 
 

Semester 
Code of the 

Course 
Title of the Course/Paper 

NHEQF 
Level 

Credits 

II 
HIS-52T-
102 

History of Modern World 5 6 

Level of 
Course 

Type of the 
Course 

Credit Distribution Offered 
to NC 

Student 

Course Delivery 
Method Theory Practical Total 

2 MJR 6  6 Yes/No Lectures 

List of Programme Codes in 
which Offered as Minor 
Discipline 

 

Prerequisites  

Objectives of the Course: 

The objective of this course on the History of Modern World is to 

provide students with a comprehensive understanding of key events, 

movements, and transformations that shaped the modern era. By 

studying the Renaissance, Reformation, revolutions, nationalism, 

imperialism, world wars, and major social movements, students will 

gain insights into the political, economic, social, and cultural 

developments that occurred globally from the 15th century to the post-

Cold War era. The course aims to foster critical thinking, analytical 

skills, and a broader historical perspective, enabling students to 

analyze historical events in a nuanced manner and understand their 

relevance in shaping the modern world. 
 

 

  



 

   

SYLLABUS 

 

[UG9101] – HIS52T – 102 - History of Modern World – II Semester – History 

 

Detailed Syllabus 

HIS52T – 102 - History of Modern World  

 

Unit-I 

Renaissance and the beginning of the modern era. Reformation and counter – Reformation. 

Economic Changes- Feudalism to Capitalism; The American Revolution– causes, nature and 

consequences.The French Revolution– causes, main events, and impact. Napoleon Bonaparte: 

rise and downfall. Industrial Revolution– causes, processes and impact. 

(25 Lectures)  

Unit-II 

Rise of Nationalism in the 19th Century. National unification of Germany and Italy with special 

reference to Bismarckian diplomacy and system of alliances. Age of Conservatism and 

Revolutions of 1830 and 1848 in Europe. Modernisation of Japan. 

(20 Lectures) 

 

Unit-III 

Growth of Imperialism and Colonialism – exploitation of New World with special reference to 

countries of Asia and Africa; Nature of European Imperialism in China.  Revolution of 1911 in 

China – principles of Sun-Yat Sen. The Russian Revolution of 1917. The Great Economic 

Depression and Recovery. Fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany. 

(25 Lectures) 

Unit-IV 

Second World War- causes and consequences. United Nations Organisation – objectives, 

achievements and limitations. The Chinese Revolution of 1949. Civil Rights Movement: 

Martin Luther King and Malcom X, Women’s Movements- issues and debates, Politics of Cold 

War and Post-Cold War Order. 



 

   

(20 Lectures) 

 
 

Recommended Readings 

A.G. Dickens : The Age of Humanism and Reformation, New Jersey, 1972 

Christopher Hill : Reformation to Industrial Resolution, Penguin, 1970 

H.B. Parks : The United State of America: A History, Indian Reprint Calcutta, 

1976 

Georges Lefebvre : The Coming of the French Revolution, Princeton, 1989 

C.D. Hazen : Modern Europe upto 1945, Indian Reprint, Delhi 1977 

David Thomson : Europe since Napoleon, Penguin, 1966 

H.A. Davies : Outline History of World, 1968 

Lynn Hunt : Politics, Culture and Class in the French Revolution. 

cukjlh izlkn lDlsuk : vesfjdk dk bfrgkl iVuk] 1972 

lh-Mh- gstu : vk/kqfud ;wjksi dk bfrgkl ¼vuqokn½ vkxjk 

nsosUnz flag pkSgku  : ;wjksi dk bfrgkl ¼1815&191+9½ Hkksiky 1995 

tkWtZ oukZnLdh  : :l dk bfrgkl ¼vuqokn½ Hkksiky] 1971 

gsjkYM ,e- fnukds  : iwoZ ,f’k;k dk vk/kqfudbfrgkl ¼vuqokn½ y[kuÅ- 1982 

ikFkZ lkjfFk xqIrk  : ;wjksi dk bfrgkl] fgUnh ek/;e dk;kZUo;u funs’kky;] fnYyh fo’ofo|ky;] 

fnYyh 

Andrew Porter                    : European Imperialism, 

George Vernadsky : A History of Russia, 1961 

Jean Chesneaux, et 

al 

: China from the 1911 Revolution to Liberation. 

A.J.P Tayler : The Origins of the Second World War 

H.A. Davies   : Outline History of the World, OUP, 1947 

Bruce J. Dierenfield : The Civil Rights Movement [Revised ed.], London: Routledge, 

2008. 

S. Kemp and J. 

Squires    

: Feminisms, OUP, 1997 

Eric Hobsbawm : Fractured Times: Social and Cultural History of the Twentieth 

Century 



 

   

Sneh Mahajan               : Issues in Twentieth Century World History, Delhi: Macmillan, 

2009   (available in Hindi)                            

lh-Mh- gstu : vk/kqfud ;wjksi dk bfrgkl ¼vuqokn½ vkxjk 

लाल बहादरु : ;wjksidk bfrgkl ¼1815&191+9½ Hkksiky 1995 
 

tkWtZ oukZnLdh : :l dk bfrgkl ¼vuqokn½ Hkksiky] 1971 

gsjkYM ,e- fnukds : iwoZ ,f’k;k dk vk/kqfudbfrgkl ¼vuqokn½ y[kuÅ- 1982 

ds-ds- dkSy : if'peh ,f'k;k dk vk/kqfudbfrgkl % 1808 & 1973 y[kuÅ] 1977 

ikFkZ lkjFkh xqIrk  : ;wjksi dk bfrgkl] fgUnh ek/;e dk;kZUo;u funs’kky;] 

   

    

Course Learning Outcomes: 

Overall, this course aims to equip students with the historical knowledge and critical thinking 

skills necessary to comprehend and analyse the complex developments that have shaped the 

modern world. It will give an overview of global events. The learners shall be able to 

understand history in global and transnational contexts. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 
 


